
You live in Potsdam-Mittelmark and you recently got the 

Bezahlkarte? 

Below you can find out what action you can take to possibly get rid of it. 

1) Get an Aufenthaltstitel (residence permit) 

Especially if you’ve lived in Germany for longer, like several years, there may be 

a way for you to get an Aufenthaltstitel. 

To find out, make an appointment at the nearest Fachberatung – a specialized 

counselling service. Here you can search for one:  

https://integreat.app/potsdam-mittelmark/de/willkommen/beratungundhilfe/migrationsberatung-

fachberatungsdienst  

 

They’ll explain to you, what you could do to fulfill the conditions for an 

Aufenthaltstitel. 

If you get one, you switch to Jobcenter and and have no Bezahlkarte anymore. 

2) Find a job or Ausbildung 

If your earnings or Ausbildung money are high enough to disqualify you for the 

Sozialamt benefits, you won’t have the Bezahlkarte anymore. 

But even if your earnings are too low and you still get some money from the 

Sozialamt, having your own income is a strong argument against the 

Bezahlkarte. 

It’s possible you’ll still need a lawyer to convince the Sozialamt. Don’t get 

discouraged by this! Below you will find out what you need to get a lawyer. 

 



3) Get a lawyer 

Unfortunately, this is often the only way to get rid of the Bezahlkarte. And there still 

is no guaranty of success! 

!!! Important:  

 You only have 1 month time to do something against the Bezahlkarte! 

This deadline begins with the date in your Bescheid (see the last page). If it is 

approaching soon, be sure to join the Whatsapp group! 

 You don’t have to pay for the lawyer! You will have to fill out an application, 

so that the lawyer is paid by the state. 

You will need: 

1) Application for the Beratungshilfe (so that you don’t have to pay yourself): 

https://service.justiz.de/beratungshilfe/beratungshilfeschein    

 

If you need help with filling it out, join the Whatsapp group. 

2) If you have a bank account: bank statements for the last 3 months 

3) If you have an income: payslips (Lohnabrechnung), documents about your 

Ausbildung money etc. for the last 3 months 

4) Copy of your ID card 

5) Copy of the last Bescheid from the Sozialamt. That’s the letter you got 

together with your Bezahlkarte. You may have also got it earlier by post. It says 

that your social benefits will be transferred to the Bezahlkarte. To see how a 

Bescheid looks like, go to the last page. 

Only when you submit all the documents will the lawyer be able to take some 

action on your behalf. This has to be done within the 1 month deadline! You have 

to act fast! 

If you have questions, feel free to join the Whatsapp group: 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/IT23YMaz8Bb83YZSVeWe6K  

We’ll give you the contacts to the lawyers and will support you in 

your communication. 



This is an example of a Bescheid about the Bezahlkarte: 

 

 

Muhammad 

has only till 

29.6. to take 

some action 

against the 

Bezahlkarte! 


